Approved  for  public  mleoM; 

Diodfihuticn 


JIRSi  3381 
S  jTine  i960 


LC 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  CKITi  AIR  FIEET, 
lioPLES  EEHIBLIC  OF  CHlitt 


by  %,  Kurakin  and  V.  Shlyakov 


PhotocopieB  of  this  report  nay  be  purchased  from: 

PHOTODDPLICATICN  SERVICE 
LIB&ARI  OP  CONSRESS 
W&SHINOTCN  2$,  D.C. 


D.  S.  JOINT  PUBLICATIONS  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
205  EAST  U2nd  STREET,  SUITE  300 
NEN  YORK  17)  N.  I* 


2J0 


foreword 

This  publication  was  prepared  under  contract 
by  the  UNjKED  STATES  JOIOT?  PUBLICATIONS  RE¬ 
SEARCH  SERVICE,  &  federal  government  orgeni - 
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DEVELOR'El'TT  OF  THE  CIVIL  AIR  FLEET, 

PEOPLES  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA 


[Following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  by  V,  Kurakin 
and  Shlyakov  in  Grag'ndanskaya  Aviatsiya  [Civil  Avia¬ 
tion],  No,  10,  Oct  1559, 

The  first  of  October  was  the  tenth  anniversssry  of  the  memorable 
day  when  the  red  five-starred  flag  of  the  Chinese  Peoples  Repablic  was 
raised  over  the  T'ian  An  Men  Square  in  Peiping »  The  Tenth  Anniversary 
of  the  Republic  is  being  ce3.ebrated  by  the  brotherly  Chinese  peop3.e  and 
by  the  toilers  of  all  the  socialist  countries,  and  by  all  progressive 

marliindo  ...  .  ,  . 

The  celebration  of  this  glorious  anniversary  xvas  participated  in 
by  a  Soviet  Party  and  Government  delegation  headed  by  Comrade  N»  S<, 
Khj’ushohev,  the  First  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  CPSU  and  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  USSR  Council  of  Ministers,  as  well  as  by  Party  and  Government 
delegations  from  the  peoples  democracies  and  representatives  of  fra¬ 
ternal  comnnnist  and  workers  parties  c 

The  festival  devoted  to  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  founding  ol 
the  Chinese  Peoples  Republic  poured  forth  in  a  clear  demonstration  of  the 
tremendous  achievements  of  the  Chinese  people  in  the  building  of  social¬ 
ism,  the  unbreakable  unity  of  the  countries  of  the  great  socialist  camp, 
the  solidarity  of  the  world  communist  and  workers  movement  and  of  the 
friends  of  peace  and  progress. 

Ten  years  have  passed  since  the  formation  of  the  KNR  (Chinese 
Peoples  Republic),  Th3.s  famous  date  —  1  October  --  has  been  celebrated 
by  all  progressive  raarJcind, 

ipen  years  is  a  very  short  period  of  time  for  a  people  whose  his¬ 
tory  is  counted  in  millenia.  Having  languished  in  the  recent  past  under 
the  yoke  of  colonizers  and  reactionary  governments,  China  has  been  ti’ans- 
formed  now  into  an  independent  state  which  is  successfully  building  so¬ 
cialism,  _  ,  XI- 

Immediately  after  their  victory  in  the  liberation  struggle  the 

Chinese  people  bent  their  tremendous  energies  to  the  development^ of  in- 
dusti^y,  agriculture,  and  transportation.  The  development  of  civil  avia¬ 
tion  in  China  is  indissolubly  connected  with  the  unheard-of  progz*ess  of 
the  entire  national  economy. 
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Before  the  liberation  of  the  country  civil  aviation  was  operated 
jointly  by  the  Kuomintang  Government  and  American  and  German  monopolists, 
Gmished  by  the  Peoples  Liberation  Army,  the  Kuomintang  reactionaries  in 
fleeing  from  China  destroyed  almost  all  the  country's  airfields,  equip¬ 
ment,  and  aircraft.  Considerable  efforts  xjere  required  to  restore  aerial 
communications , 

In  December  19h9  the  Central  Peoples  Goverrment  established  the 
Administration  of  the  Civil  Air  Fleet,  Naturally,  great  difficulties 
vTere  encountered  in  the  initial  period  in  the  creation  of  national  avia¬ 
tion,  These  difficulties  were  augmented  by  the  fact  that  China  possessed 
almost  no  experienced  aviation  and  technical  personnel  of  its  own. 

Mostly  foreigners  had  been  employed  in  China's  aviation.  Therefore  the 
creation  of  its  own  national  cadres,  devoted  to  the  cause  of  building  the 
new  socialist  China,  was  one  of  the  iriost  important  tasks  wMch  confronted 
civil  aviation  at  that  time. 

Aware  of  the  difficulties  which  were  being  experienced  in  this 
period  by  the  young  Chinese  Peoples  Republic,  the  Soviet  Union  extended 
the  hand  of  fraternal  aid,  delivered  the  necessary  aviation  technique 
and  equipment,  and  also  sent  its  own  experienced  specialists. 

In  July  1950  three  international  air  routes  were  opened;  from 
Peipir^g  planes  began  to  fly  to  China,  Irkutsk,  and  A3jna-Ata,  These  air¬ 
lines  not  only  contributed  to  closer  economic  and  cultural  cooperation 
betxfeen  the  two  great  powers  and  also  the  peoples  democracies,  but  also 
strengthened  the  communications  between  the  capital  of  China  and  peri¬ 
pheral  areas.  The  flight  routes  of  the  planes  ej:tended  across  broad 
regions  of  the  Northwest  and  Northeast  of  the  country. 

In  August  1950  the  first  operations  began  on  the  Peiping  to  Kyang- 
chou  airline  (connecting  the  capital  with  the  South  of  China)  and  the 
Tientsin-Chungching  line.  At  the  same  t3.me  the  Administration  of  the 
Civil  Air  Fleet  began  planned  trairdng  of  technical  and  flight  person¬ 
nel,  Courses  were  opened  (more  than  20  in  all)  at  which  various  tjqpes 
of  aviation  specialists  were  trained. 

Civil  aviation  flight  personnel  were  reinforced  by  experienced 
workers  and  began  to  operate  still  more  successfully  and  independently. 
As  early  as  19fl  the  original  plan  for  expansion  of  air  traffic  x<ras  over¬ 
fulfilled  by  23  percent.  In  the  following  year  the  plan  was  also  con¬ 
siderably  overfulfilled  and  the  cost  of  flights  xfas  almost  halved. 

In  19o3  the  Chinese  people  began  to  implement  their  First  Five- 
Year  Plan  for  the  deve3.opment  of  the  national  economy  —  the  plan  for 
the  socialist  industrialization  of  the  country.  And  new  tasks  were  laid 
on  civil  aviation,  A  further  expansion  was  planned  in  communications 
between  the  capital  and  the  most  important  cities  of  the  country  and 
with  the  border  areas.  At  the  same  time  it  T"T9.s  necessary  to  develop 
special-purpose  aviation  foi*  the  needs  of  agriculture  and  forestry,  for 
geodetic  reconnaissance  work,  and  for  other  national-economic  require¬ 
ments,  In  this  period  air  freight  became  increasingly  important  in  the 
shipment  of  industrial  equipment.  These  shipments  constituted  more  than 
one-lialf  of  the  total  volume. 
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The  volume  of  air  shipments  and  freight-turnover  grew  steadily, 

A  great  deal  of  attention  was  given  to  the  further  esparxsion  of  air  lines 
into  inaccessible  regions,  partioularly  in  the  northwestern  and  south¬ 
western  parts  of  the  country.  In  1956  the  Urumchi-Altay,  Peiping-Paotou- 
Lanchcu,  and  other  lines  were  opened. 

Airlines  -were  opened  to  meet  the  tasks  of  the  Five-Year  Plan  and 
were  of  exceptional  importance  for  the  development  of  industrjr  in  out¬ 
lying  regions,  and  for  the  economic  and  cultural  exchange  between  the  peo¬ 
ples  inhabiting  the  KNR, 

The  last  year  of  the  First  Five-Year  Plan  —  1957  —  was  memorable 
for  still  greater  accomplishments  in  the  development  of  ci-idl  aviation. 
Begular  air  comriianicatioriS  cornieoted  38  major  cities  of  the  country.  The 
total  levigth  of  airlines  exceeded  26,000  kilometers,  interna t3.onal  air¬ 
lines  were  opened  connecting  China  xTith  tlie  Democratic  Republic  of  Viet¬ 
nam  and  with  Burma.  The  targets  for  passenger,  mail,  and  freight  traffic, 
laid  down  in  the  First  Five-Year  Plan  for  the  end  of  1957,  were  con¬ 
siderably  overfulfilled  and  the  total  number  of  flights  increased  3,5 
times  in  comparison  with  1952, 

Civil  aviation  in  the  Chi.nese  Peoples  Republic  has  continued  to 
develop  on  the  same  scale  as  the  growth  of  the  entire  national  economy* 

By  1958  the  volume  of  passenger  flights  had  increased  12  times  in  com¬ 
parison  with  1950.  Still  greater  was  the  increase  in  air  freight.  At 
present,  the  total  length  of  airlines  amounts  to  more  than  36,000  kilo¬ 
meters.  During  the  Second  Five-Year  Plan  considerable  allocations  were 
planned  for  the  development  of  civil  aviation.  By  1962  (the  last  year 
of  the  Second  Five-Year  Plan)  the  airlines  system  of  the  country  is  to 
be  erilarged  several  times  in  oompa'uison  td-th  1957o 

With  the  aid  of  the  Soviet  Uri-on,  in  addition  to  transport  avia¬ 
tion  special-p.^irpose  aviation  has  been  developed  in  China,  Its  operations 
are  expanding  from  year  to  year. 

Witliin  a  comparatively  short  time  aerial  geodetic  reconnaissance 
work  has  been  carried  out  on  a  l3.rge  scale  for  many  regions  of  the  in¬ 
terior  of  Mongolia,  the  Northwest,  and  the  middle  and  lower  courses  of 
the  Yangtse  River.  Aviators  have  aided  in  the  discovery  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  deposits  of  valuable  natural  resources.  At  the  present  time  oil 
Kcplorations  are  being  carried  out  by  air. 

Civil  aviation  pilots  are  taking  an  active  pai‘t  in  the  struggle 
with  agricultural  pests.  Last  year  work  was  done  in  the  KKR  in  the 
spreading  of  fertilisers  on  the  soil,  from  airplanes.  Avi.atiOii  has  an 
important  role  also  in  forest  preservation.  Aerial  photography  is  being 
steadily  developed. 

The  aviation  industry  is  being  developed  on  the  base  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  economic  expansion  of  the  country.  The  domestic  Chinese  airplane- 
manufact-uring  industry  has  achieved  great  successes.  Thanks  to  the  aid 
of  the  Soviet  Union  the  production  has  been  mastered  of  jet  and  piston 
aircraft.  By  their  oxiin  efforts  Chinese  designers  and  workers  built  the 
Ai~2  type  plane  which  is  widely  used  in  many  branches  of  the  national 
econony. 


Along  with  the  expansion  of  the  airlines  a  great  deal  of  work  is 
being  done  in  the  re-ecnipping  of  old  and  the  ccnstmction  of  new  air¬ 
fields.  In  March  1958 'the  Shoatu  airport,  the  largest  in  China,  was 
opened  in  Peipir^.  It  is  equipped  with  the  latest  technique  and  first- 
class  comrr/unications  equipment„  The  airport  can  be  used  around  the  clock 
by  a  large  number  of  aircraft,  including  such  aerial  liners  as  the  Tu-ldt, 
11-18,  and  Tu-lia* 

Airplanes  of  Chinese  civil  aviation  are  now  flsilng  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  Mongolian  Peoples  Republic,  Korean  Peoples-Democratic  Republic, 
Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam,  and  to  Burma.  Peiping  is  now  connected 
by  regular  flights  with  more  than  70  cities  in  China  and  abroad. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  growing  demand  for  air  flights  it  is 
proposed  by  the  end  of  this  year  to  put  Il-i8  turboprop  planes  into  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  dom.estic  lines  of  the  KNR, 

The  newly  created  air  transport  of  China  has  achieved  enormiOus 
successes.  It  has  become  accessible  to  the  masses  of  the  toilers c  And 
thanics  to  air  transport  constant  communications  are  maintained  between 
the  industrial  and  previously  completely  backward  border  districts  of 
Chimo  The  glorious  Wings  of  China  are  truly  serving  the  common  cause  — 
the  development  of  the  national  economy,  the  strengthening  ol  fraternal 
friendship"' among  the  peoples  of  this  great  socialist  country, 

[Photograph  —  Passengers  boarding  a  plane  at  the  Wuhan  airport] 
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